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Portland Native American 

Summer Workshops August 7 – 11
Portland, IN July 24, 2006 – Would you like to learn about pre-contact Great Lakes Native American tribes, their history and how they made projectile points, or carved banded slate into animal effigies, or made tools and other articles from bone and moose antlers?  Would you like to try your hand in making them?  Do you love the sound of the Native American flute?  Would you like to make a cedar flute and learn how to play it?  Have you seen silver gorgets, armbands, and earrings in museums?  Would you like to learn how Great Lakes native silversmiths made these silver articles 200 years ago?   Would you like to learn how to do the beautiful beading, porcupine quill work and even moosehair appliqué on Native American dance regalia and in museums?  Would you like to learn how to make your own leather container (called a parfleche by the French) from a buffalo hide?  Would your children like to spend a day learning about Native American culture?  Would you like to learn how dug-out canoes were made and have a hand in making the dug-out canoe which will be used for permanent display at the National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. (NCGLNAC) future Culture Center in Portland?
These are just some of the hands-on classes offered by NCGLNAC at a week-long workshop held August 7 through 11, 2006 at the beautiful Jay County Fairgrounds at Portland.  Cost of each 2 ½ day class session (15 hours of instruction time) is $95 or $70 for NCGLNAC members.  The children’s class is all day Wednesday at a cost of $15 including all materials.  A limited number of scholarships are available to cover this cost for adults and children.  Pre-registration is required before July 29.  
For more information contact NCGLNAC Workshop Chair Kay Neumayr at 765-426-3022 or kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com.   After July 29 contact Kay Neumayr to find out what classes are still available.  
A highlight of the week-long workshops will be a benefit concert by baritone Timothy Noble who is of Shawnee descent and adopted Miami.  Timothy Noble is recognized as one of the world’s leading baritones.  He continues a long and stellar career with opera houses and orchestras in the United States and abroad.  In addition to opera Mr. Noble performs the music of Gershwin, Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, The Music Man and Cole Porter with orchestras all over the world.  He was named Distinguished Professor of Music at his alma mater Indiana University in 2004.  The concert will be held at Arts Place in Portland Thursday, August 10 at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for students and workshop participants.  Tickets may be purchased on line at www.artsland.org  or from Arts Place at 260-726-4809.  Tickets may also be purchased with workshop class registration.  Registration forms can be obtained on line from www.ncglnac.com or by calling Kay Neumayr at 765-426-3022.

The 2006 Summer Workshops are funded in part by an arts project support grant from the Regional Partnership Initiative.  These grants are made possible by the Indiana Arts Commission with funds appropriated by the Indiana General Assembly and the U S. Congress and by the National Endowment for the Arts.

National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. was formed in May 2001 as a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  The Center is composed of Native and non-Native members whose mission is to continue and preserve traditional Great Lakes Native American art, history and culture by helping pass those traditions on to Native people and by educating the general public about the importance of Great Lakes Native culture.  NCGLNAC will locate its future Center on 30 acres of land generously donated by the Jay County Fair Board, Portland, Indiana.  The new culture center will feature a 14,000 square foot building that includes classrooms, an Interpretive Center/Gallery for changing exhibits, Art Gallery, Sales Gallery and artist-in-residence apartments.  The grounds will feature outdoor learning and classroom space, rain gardens and ethno botanical trails, restored wetlands, an early 1800’s Great Lakes Native American village with Native American gardens, restored prairie and Native plants, fresh water pond, and immature and mature woodlands.  NCGLNAC is funded in part by The Portland Foundation.
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