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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  For more information contact Kay Neumayr, Board Chair NCGLNAC Board of Directors at 765-426-3022 (h) or kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com 
2006 NCGLNAC Lecture Series 
  Learn about local Native American and Great Lakes tribal history and culture in a three-part Lecture Series that will be held at the Jay County Historical Society, 903 East Main Street, Portland, at 7 p.m. on February 11, March 11 and April 8.  All lectures are free and open to the public.  The Lecture Series is sponsored by National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture.

   Dr. Malea Powell will present the second lecture of the three-part series at 7 p.m. on March 11, entitled “Andrew J. Blackbird, a glimpse at an American Indian Intellectual.”  Dr. Powell, American Indian Studies Faculty and Associate Professor, Michigan State University, will discuss Andrew J. Blackbird and two of his published works:  “Complete both Early and Late history of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, of Michigan, a Grammar of Their Language, Personal and Family History of Author” (1887, 1897) and “The Indian Problem from the Indian Standpoint” (1900).   Blackbird was hereditary chief of the L’Arbre Croche band, and was an interpreter and postmaster in Harbor Springs, Michigan for the last part of his life.  His writings are important because of his views on religion, education, and politics in Indian-white relations in the upper Great Lakes area during the 19th century.

   Dr. Powell received a B.A. in English with highest distinction from Indiana University at Kokomo, an M.A. and Ph.D. in English from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.  She is the editor of Studies in American Indian Literature, a quarterly journal and Of Color:  Native American Literature, Prentiss-Hall, and contributing editor of American Indiana rhetoric and literature, The New Prentiss-Hall Anthology of American Literature.  Dr. Powell is the author of numerous publications, papers and books and is a frequent speaker and conference presenter.  In the summer of 2003 Dr. Powell was an invited participant in the Lannan Summer Institute on “American Indian Political Activism Before World War II,” which was sponsored by the D’Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian History and The Newberry Library in Chicago.
   Dr. Powell is a member of the Advisory Board of the National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc, and is immediate past Board Chair.
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