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NCGLNAC/IHS Spring Workshop

  Everyone seemed to enjoy participating in the NCGLNAC workshop held March 5 and 6 in cooperation with the Indiana Historical Society at the Indiana History Center in Indianapolis.  This marks the second time NCGLNAC and IHS have worked together in presenting a weekend traditional arts and crafts workshop at IHS’s beautiful downtown facility.  Indiana Historical Society’s year-long theme “Creative Spirit” was carried through in the classes taught.  Erin Kelley, Public Programs Coordinator for the IHS did a superb job of working out details and coordinating the event.
  Unfortunately, Dani Tippmann had to cancel her class just before the workshop because the Marines moved up to March 6 the date that her son was to ship out.  Many were disappointed to not be able to take her class, but look forward to taking it at a future workshop.  Robin McBride Scott’s students accomplished the difficult peyote beading stitch (especially with size 13 beads!) and created beautifully-beaded tiny bottles for essential oils.  They also used the peyote stitch around wooden sticks and other items. 
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Working hard on those tiny beads

 Students in Craig White’s bone carving class not only made earrings and pins and pendants, but many other items as well.  We saw turtles of all shapes and sizes, bears, feathers and many other beautifully carved articles.  His students rapidly consumed the supply of prepared bone.  The Dremel tools were a little noisy and the process more than a little dusty, but the end products were well worth the effort.  
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Nita Norcross’s beautiful bone carvings
  Students participating in the Genealogy class taught by Dr. Elizabeth Glenn Saturday morning and by Rebecca Hartleroad Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning had mixed results on their research.  Some made good progress, but other students experienced disappointment.  Some just simply hit that dead end that plagues many who try to research their Native American ancestry.  It is a difficult task at best.  We hope to able to include another  beginning genealogy class at a future workshop.  The computer lab at the Indiana History Center was the setting for the class and made it possible for each student to have a computer on which to work. 
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Bone carving is intense work

  The catered meal Saturday evening was complemented with a presentation by Robin McBride Scott entitled, “The Old and the New:  Is It Traditional?  Is It Contemporary?  Or Is It a Different Form of the Same Message?”  Even though Robin had taught the peyote beading class all day, her energetic talk explored the questions of the validity of art by Native artists who have adopted Euro-American artistic traditions, and/or have created new ways of using traditional art forms.  She gave her listeners much food for thought about what is traditional, and how traditions change over time and from one geographic region to another.  Robin utilized her vast historical knowledge of the art and culture of the Great Lakes tribes and those of other regions, including her own Cherokee, and shared that knowledge with her listeners in a very entertaining manner.
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Master Plan Completed by Scott Shoemaker

  The completion of the Site Master Plan by Miami of Indiana Scott Shoemaker has moved NCGLNAC another step closer to the development and construction of our future Cultural Center in Portland, Indiana.  The Master Plan was made possible by a very generous grant from The Portland Foundation.
  The Jay County Fair Board has generously donated over 30 acres of land adjacent to the Jay County Fairgrounds to NCGLNAC for our future Great Lakes Native American Cultural Center.  NCGLNAC Treasurer Nick Poeppelman and Board Chair Kay Neumayr presented the Site Master Plan and the Archaeological Survey completed by Dr. Don Cochran of the Archaeological Resources Management Service of the Department of Anthropology, Ball State University, to the Jay County Fair Board at their regular meeting March 14.  
  Scott’s Master Plan inventories the vast opportunities that the site has to offer with its varied ecosystems:  wetlands, pond, open areas and mature and second growth woodlands.  
  Highlights of the Master Plan:  
· A waterfall at the end of the pond trench creating a ‘source’ for the pond
· learning shelters throughout the site
· outdoor classroom space

· rain gardens featuring native plants

· a fire circle 

· a wetland storm water filtration area which includes semi-circular pre-contact type mounds
· ethno botanical trails that are handicap accessible and include a boardwalk over part of the wetland
· the early 1800’s Great Lakes Native American village
· parking areas
· a restored prairie
· a beautiful stone entry plaza (including the Great Lakes in light-colored stone) situated east of the Cultural Center building. 
  One of Scott’s suggestions is that the sunrise on the summer solstice can pass through the Cultural Center building to a point on the semi-circular mounds west of the building in the wetlands storm water filtration area.
  Scott Shoemaker holds a bachelor’s degree from Ball State University in Landscape Architecture and a Master’s degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Minnesota, with a minor in Native American Studies. He is currently seeking his Doctorate from the University of Minnesota in Native American Studies.  He has extensive experience in the design of Native American facilities with the Navajo, Omaha Winnebago, the Gila River Indian Community, the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwa, Sault St. Marie Chippewa and the Sisseton Wapeton Oyate.  

  Additionally, Scott is an artist that is nationally known for his outstanding Miami ribbon work which is exhibited in several museums.  Scott taught Miami ribbon work at the Spring 2003 Arts and Crafts Workshops held in cooperation with the Indiana Historical Society in Indianapolis.
  NCGLNAC wishes to thank Scott for the very impressive Site Master Plan and all the time and thought that went into its completion.
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Board Vice-Chair Linda Andrews and our sign

Traditional or Non-Traditional?

  NCGLNAC Board Treasurer Nick Poeppelman shared the following for this issue of the newsletter.  It certainly makes you think about your thoughts and actions.   
Traditional


Non-Traditional

Cooperation

     Competition

Group Emphasis
     Individual Emphasis Modesty, Humility
     Self-Importance

Individual, Autonomy        Interference/ Involvement

Passivity/Calmness
     Activity/Restlessness

Generosity

     Saving

Patience

     Impatience

Non-Materialism
     Materialism

Work to Meet Need
     Work Excessively

Time-Always With Us          Time-Use Every Minute 

Respect for Age

     Old People Discounted

Cooperate With Nature
     Control Over Nature
NCGLNAC Membership
  If you are not certain when your NCGLNAC membership is due for renewal, beginning with this newsletter, the date your membership expires will be on your newsletter address label.  For membership information and renewals, please contact NCGLNAC Membership Chair Janice Tierney at 810-584-0073 or janice.tierney@ncglnac.com. 

Membership forms may be downloaded from our website at www.ncglnac.com.   
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Douglas Blue Feather Concert
  Arts Place, Inc. and the National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. (NCGLNAC) are very pleased to announce their co-sponsorship of a concert August 11, 2005 performed by Douglas Blue Feather, Cherokee.  He is an award winning songwriter, recording artist and performer of contemporary and traditional Native American flute music.   Blue Feather is the winner of the 2004 Native American Music Award for “Best New Age Recording,” 2003 Native American Music Award for “Flutist of The Year,” and the 2002 Native American Music Award for “Best Independent Recording of The Year.”  The prestigious Native American Music Awards (NAMMY) are musical awards for Native Americans and compare to the Grammy awards for popular music and to the Country Music Awards for country music. 
  Douglas Blue Feather has released five CDs:  Seventh Fire, Arrival, Ride the Lightning, Star Nations and The Great Spirit of Christmas which have been featured on radio stations worldwide.  A sixth CD entitled Time for Truth will be released in May 2005.  He has been featured on Fox TV and performs throughout the United States at numerous nationally advertised powwows, festivals, and churches.  He has also been honored by being listed in “Who’s Who in Native Music” in the May/June 2004 issue of Native Peoples magazine and recognized by Native Peoples as one of the top performers on the Native music scene.  Native Peoples is the world’s largest and oldest magazine devoted solely to Native American art and culture.
  The August 11 concert marks the first time a NAMA award-winning Native American musical artist has performed in concert in Portland.  The concert will be held in the beautiful 283-seat Hall-Moser Theatre at Arts Place during the NCGLNAC week-long Traditional Arts and Crafts Workshop.
  Arts Place, Inc. is a regional arts council based in Portland and serving a 15-county area in East Central Indiana and West Central Ohio.  In addition to the theatre at Arts Place, the facility includes galleries, meeting rooms, and music and visual arts studios.
    NCGLNAC has announced that all of their proceeds from the concert will support scholarships for Native and non-Native youth and adults to attend future NCGLNAC Traditional Arts and Crafts Workshops.  The performance is made possible, in part, through the support of the Portland Foundation, the Indiana Arts Commission, a state agency, and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.  Tickets will be $12 ($8 for NCGLNAC Summer Workshop participants and students) and will be available on line May 1 at www.artsland.org or from any NCGLNAC Board member.  Tickets may also be purchased with your Summer 2005 Workshop class reservation or at the time of registration.
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Grand Opening for the Eiteljorg’s New Wing

  Anthony Scott, Communications Manager for the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in Indianapolis, at the request of Tradition Bearer Gwen Yeaman, has sent this information on the Grand Opening of their new educational wing.  Gwen is helping coordinate the Native American events.

  “The Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art, which is devoted to inspiring an appreciation and understanding of the art, history and cultures of the American West and the indigenous peoples of North America, will open its new 45,000-square-foot Mel and Joan Perelman Wing to the public on June 11 and 12.  The new wing includes an education center, a café, galleries devoted to Western and Native American contemporary art and more.

  “All members of the Native American community are invited to join the museum in celebrating the new wing’s grand opening.  The official opening ceremony begins at 9:30 a.m., June 11, with a celebratory procession from the museum’s front lawn to the new Symbols of our Universe area along the canal.  The procession is open to everyone.  Traditional dress is welcomed.

  “Following the official ceremony will be two days of performances by Native American, Bluegrass and Latino bands and dance groups, artists’ demonstrations by Native and non-Native artists and more.  For more information call 317-636-9378.”
  NCGLNAC Tradition Bearers Sue Snow Willi, Seneca bead worker from Peoria, Dani Tippmann, Miami of Indiana native plant authority, and Boni Bent-Nelson, quill worker of Cherokee descent from South Bend, will be demonstrating over the Grand Opening weekend.  In addition, NCGLNAC plans an official presence at the procession and other events over the weekend.  The Eiteljorg Museum is this area’s only affiliate of the National Museum of the American Indian/Smithsonian in Washington, DC.
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2004 Head Lady Dancer Robin McBride Scott

2005 NCGLNAC Gathering of Great Lakes Nations

  Saturday June 25 marks the date and the Jay County Fairgrounds mark the spot where we all want to be for NCGLNAC’s second Gathering of Great Lakes Nations.  The event opens at 10 a.m. and concludes at 6 p.m.
  The Northern Miami Drum will again provide the beautiful drumming and singing for the dancing which will be from 1 to 5 p.m.  Vendors of Native American art and crafts will be open from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.  Artisan demonstrations, storytelling, a Native American fashion show, a pre-1840’s living history encampment and blanket traders are among the events planned for the day.  A Silent Auction of outstanding art work made and donated by members and tradition bearers for NCGLNAC will also be conducted.  
  Please mark your calendars for June 25 and help us celebrate Great Lakes Native American culture. 
National Pow Wow XIII
  Wednesday July 6 through Saturday July 9 are the dates for this year’s National Pow wow at the Vermillion County Fairgrounds, Danville, Illinois.  NCGLNAC will be helping with the registration booth.  If you would like to help, please contact NCGLNAC Education Chair Paula Butcher at 740-634-3480 or email her at paula.butcher@ncglnac.com.  For more information on this huge event, log onto their website at  www.nationalpowwow.com.   
NCGLNAC 2005 Annual Fund
  Look in your mailbox for information about the first NCGLNAC Annual Fund campaign!  Kickoff for the campaign was held at the March 2005 board meeting in Indianapolis.  Fund drive letters with donation/pledge cards will be mailed the third week of the month of April to all members and newsletter recipients.  

  What is an Annual Fund?  Annual Fund campaigns raise money for the operating expenses of the organization.  

  Why do we need an Annual Fund?  NCGLNAC is GROWING!!!  Programs for youth and adults are rapidly expanding.  Marketing and promotional needs to reach out to a broader audience are in progress.  The completion of the Site Master Plan by Scott Shoemaker opens the door to the future of our new home in Portland.

  So…..Join us with a donation to the 2005 Annual Fund!  Help make all of the dreams for the mission of NCGLNAC happen with your generous financial support!  

  Questions?  Contact Linda Andrews, Board Vice-Chair at 765-474-1045 or linda.andrews@ncglnac.com.
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NCGLNAC Membership Meetings 

  Beginning with the May 14 Board Meeting, we will be starting what we hope will become a new tradition…weekend membership gatherings.  As a way to engage the members more in NCGLNAC affairs, it was decided at the April 9 Board meeting to hold weekend membership gatherings for the members at the same time as the regular Saturday board meetings.  
  During the warm months the gatherings will be at the site Saturday morning beginning at 11 a.m.  One of the 10’ by 20’ canopies will be set up for shelter.  Members and their guests should bring chairs and food to share, but also their ideas for NCGLNAC’s future, suggestions for programs, other items for discussion and even unfinished craft projects.  There is no set agenda except for the board meeting which will be held Saturday evening at 7.  The gathering will continue Sunday morning, ending at 1 p.m.         The dates for the June membership gathering will be decided at the May gathering.  Please    plan to come to as many membership gatherings as possible and stay as long as you can.  We hope to see many members Saturday, May 14 and/or Sunday, May 15.  For more information contact Ray Lutz at ray.lutz@ncglnac.com or 412-751-2304.  

Pumpkintown, South Carolina 

  NCGLNAC member Toni Wisener of Winchester sent a story from The Greenville News about the archaeological dig near Marietta, South Carolina, which was unveiled publicly for the first time in March.  So far 1,000s of artifacts have been uncovered, including huge pieces of Stallings Island pottery, dating back 4,000 years and never before found that far north.  To view the whole story, log online to www.GreenvilleOnline.com – Pumpkintown dig finds ancient colony.   
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Summer 2005 Workshop 
  Classes are being finalized for the NCGLNAC Summer 2005 Traditional Arts and Crafts Workshop which will be held August 7 – 12 at the Freeman Scouting Facility near Portland.  This is the same location as the 2004 workshop. The setting was perfect and we look forward to another great week.  

  Due to a scheduling conflict, Jerry Cochrane will not be able to come to the workshop and teach the dugout canoe class.  We hope to be able to offer this class at a future workshop.  Classes to be offered are:  

· Women’s Dance Shawl taught by Malea Powell
· Appliqué on Women’s Dance Shawl taught by Kim Lee

· Wampum Bead Work taught by Robin McBride Scott

· Traditional Miami Cradleboards taught by Eugene Brown

· Beginning and Intermediate Silverwork taught by John Teegarten.

· Pre-contact Stone Carving taught by John Teegarten

· Flint knapping taught by Ron Kennedy

· Porcupine Quillwork taught by Boni Nelson

· Pre-Contact Deer Antler tools taught by Don Cochran

· Gourd Personal Drums taught by Carolyn Rushton

· Miami Beaded Appliqué taught by Evelyn Bellmyer

· Children’s Native American Culture Class for children 6 – 14 taught by Paula Butcher on Wednesday only. 

  As in past workshops, the cost of each class will be $70 for NCGLNAC members and $75 for non-members.  An additional materials fee will be due to each tradition bearer at the beginning of class to cover the cost of class materials.  Participants in the two Women’s Shawl classes will need to purchase the shawl materials prior to the class and will need to contact the tradition bearers well before the class to determine the materials needed.  In addition, participants in the silverwork class will also need to bring tools and materials for making their punches.  A supply list will be sent to students registering for that class.  

  Summarized class descriptions and an early registration form are included as an insert in this newsletter.  Complete information will be part of the July newsletter.  
About NCGLNAC

  The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. was formed in May 2001 as a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  The Center is composed of Native and non-Native members whose mission is to continue and preserve traditional Great Lakes Native American art, history and culture by helping pass those traditions on to Native People and by educating the general public about the importance of Great Lakes Native peoples, their art, history and culture.

  The Center has no political agenda.  Our focus is on education.  We have seen far too many of our treasured elders and tradition bearers begin their Spirit Journey without knowing who would carry on in their place.  Additionally, we know too many Native people who are displaced from their tribal land-base and separated from their traditional tribal cultures. 
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National Center for Great Lakes

Native American Culture, Inc.

P.O. Box 1063

Portland, IN 47371

www.ncglnac.com
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Funded in Part By
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  Over the past 15 years, the Center’s tribal elders, tradition bearers and members have been presenting at workshops, symposia, university classrooms, conferences, powwows, elementary schools, libraries and other cultural and educational events.  We look forward to helping Native peoples, urban cultural centers, universities, public and private elementary and secondary schools, Elderhostel and the general public raise their awareness and understanding of the cultural heritage and history of Great Lakes Native peoples in an inviting, comfortable place with a friendly learning environment.

  The Jay County Fair Board has generously offered to NCGLNAC over 32 acres of beautiful, wooded land, complete with pond and wetlands, located just north of the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland.

  If you would like to know more about NCGLNAC or receive membership information, please log on to our website at http:/www.ncglnac.com or contact us at P.O. Box 1063, Portland, IN 47371. 
� EMBED PhotoDeluxe.Image.2 \s ���





� EMBED PhotoDeluxe.Image.2 \s ���








PAGE  
2

_1108821041.psd

