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THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR GREAT LAKES
NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE, INC.

PO Box 1063, Portland, IN 47371
PRESS RELEASE

For more information call:  Kay Neumayr, Board of Directors Chair, at 765-572-2574

  Portland, IN – September 15, 2004 – The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. (NCGLNAC), whose future cultural center will be located in Portland, is finalizing plans for their 8th NCGLNAC  workshops to be held October  2 and 3 at the Women’s Building at the Jay County Fairgrounds, Portland.   The NCGLNAC Workshops explore the arts, crafts, history and culture of Great Lakes Native Americans through hands-on workshop classes and presentations by Native American tradition bearers, talented artisans and experts on Native American culture.  
  A highlight of the workshops is the beginning of the archaeological survey of the future culture center site at 2:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon and the opportunity of the culture class to participate.  Others may choose to participate in at least part of the survey which will be conducted by Professor Donald Cochrane and his staff of the Department of Anthropology at Ball State University.  He will present an overview of the survey at 7 p.m. Saturday evening, which is free and open to the public.

  Three hands-on classes will be offered during the weekend workshop.  Catherine Nagy Mowry, Miami of Indiana from Ft. Wayne, will teach traditional gourd head corn husk dolls.  Christine Rapp Morseau, Pokagon Potawatomi from South Bend, will teach black ash basket making.  Robin McBride Scott, Cherokee descent from New Castle, will teach the making of turtle pendants from sweet grass.

  The culture class is divided into four sections.  Dr. Elizabeth Glenn, Professor Emerita of Anthropology, Ball State University will discuss how the Great Lakes tribes were affected by the prolonged fur trade:  the women, tribal movement and the material, social and political structures.  The second part is the archaeological survey conducted by Dr. Donald Cochrane and his staff from the Department of Anthropology of Ball state University.  In the third section Louis Bubb, also of Ball State’s Department of Anthropology, will discuss his ongoing excavation of the Henry Aussom cabin site at the Forks of the Wabash at Huntington.  The fourth section will be a discussion by Brian Buchanan, Chief of the Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana, regarding the plans and struggles of the Indiana Miami to regain their recognition as a tribe.

  The cost of the classes (which incorporate 10 hours of instruction time) is $50, plus small supply fees for materials.  The Saturday evening meal at 6:00 p.m. will be catered by Country Cakes and Catering of Portland.  The cost is $8 per person.  Deadline for pre-registration is September 21.  Classes are limited to age 12 and over.  A registration form may be obtained from NCGLNAC’s website www.ncglnac.com or contacting Kay Neumayr at 765-572-2574.  A limited number of scholarships are available for the entire registration fee.    
  The historical focus of all the classes is in conjunction with the Jay County Heritage Festival also held October 2 and 3 at the Jay County Historical Society Museum.  NCGLNAC has placed nearly 100 articles on display in the Museum and will feature an early 1800’s living history encampment on the Museum grounds.  In addition there will be a presentation of storytelling by Mickie Mann and an in-character presentation by Sue Templin of Maconaqua (Frances Slocum).  Contact the Historical Society at 726-7168 for times of the presentations. 
  The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. was formed in May 2001 as a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  The Center is composed of Native and non-Native members whose mission is to continue and preserve traditional Great Lakes Native American art, history and culture by helping pass those traditions on to Native Peoples and by educating the general public about the importance of Great Lakes Native art, history and culture.  Through the generosity of the Jay County Fair Board’s donation of the land, the future cultural center will be located on 32 acres north of the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland.  
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